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New regional and international factors are creating conditions conducive to ending their 
decades-long conflict, with potentially important consequences for Iran, the Ukraine war, 
and Turkey.

Against the backdrop of the Gaza war, the escalation of Iran and its proxies across the 
Middle East, and Russias war in Ukraine, the South Caucasus is quietly undergoing a 
profound transformation. Armenia and Azerbaijan are slowly moving towards signing a 
peace treaty. If they do, this outcome would have profound implications for the South 
Caucasus and Russia, Europe, and Iran.

The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan is both ethnic and territorial and has spun 
for over thirty years. Specifically, the dispute is over Nagorno-Karabakh (or Artsakh as 
Armenians call it), internationally recognised as part of Azerbaijan but until recently 
controlled by a breakaway separatist ethnic Armenian regime backed by the Armenian 
government.

To read the rest of the article, please click: 
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/are-azerbaijan-and-
armenia-heading-peace
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