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WHY KAZAKHSTAN IS HOSTING THE ASTANA INTERNATIONAL FORUM THIS YEAR
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The Astana Times (7 February 2023)

Kassym Jomart Tokayev

In an increasingly polarized world, Kazakhstan often plays the role of a bridge between East and
West, North and South. This is a product of our unique history and geography. For centuries,
Kazakhstan has been a meeting point between cultures, fostering not only diversity amongst our
peoples, but a true spirit of mutual respect. That is why the value of global cooperation comes
naturally to us. It is in this spirit that we have crafted our multi-vector foreign policy, which has
served us well for many years.

n the face of global challenges, we remain committed to global cooperation by championing
dialogue, trade, multilateralism, and the exchange of ideas. We will continue to defend
international law and to pursue constructive engagement with nations across the world. In this
context, we have launched the Astana International Forum, a new international conference which
will be a tool for rebuilding a culture of multilateralism on a global level. Most importantly, the
Forum will also provide new means to amplify voices which are often minimized.

The Astana International Forum is unique because it offers a platform for global middle powers to
discuss their views and positions on the issues of today, and to put forward their own solutions to
these issues.
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