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As the world immediately knew within minutes of its announcement, on 17 March the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest warrant for Russian president Vladimir Putin. Putin is accused 
of the war crimes of unlawful deportation of population and unlawful transfer of population 
(including children) from occupied areas of Ukraine to Russia.

An unprecedented component of this announcement has received less attention: the ICC also 
issued an arrest warrant for Maria Alekseyevna Lvova-Belova, Putin's commissioner for children's 
rights. Lvova-Belova is accused of deporting and unlawful transfer of Ukrainian children to Russia.

The crimes were allegedly committed in Ukrainian occupied territory at least since 24 February, 
2022.
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