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TENSIONS INCREASE AS PRIME MINISTER AND CHURCH LEADERS CLASH IN ARMENIA
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The Jamestown Foundation (5 June 2024)

Onnik James Krikorian

Yerevan is entering its second month of protests against the border and delimitation process
launched between Armenia and Azerbaijan in April. Relations between the Armenian Apostolic
Church and the government have plummeted and may be irreconcilable (see EDM, April 8).
Although Archbishop Bagrat Galstanyan, Primate of the Tavush Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic
Church, has dominated the media since April, his mass rallies have failed to attract sufficient
numbers to pose a serious threat to Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan. In a household
survey last month, only 12.8 percent of respondents said they would vote for Pashinyans Civil
Contract Party if elections were held that week (MPG, May 14). Galstanyans name was second at
3.9 percent despite remaining ineligible. This division and lack of support for Pashinyan will likely
result in further political strife in Armenia.
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