
AVRASYA 
İNCELEMELERİ 
MERKEZİ 
CENTER FOR 
EURASIAN STUDIES

ARMENIAN CHURCH LEADER, POPE FRANCIS MEET AT VATICAN
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For the first time in 10 years, Pope Francis met Wednesday with His Holiness Aram I, the leader of 
the Armenian Church of Cilicia with jurisdiction over some 800,000 Armenian Christians in 
Lebanon, Syria, [South Cyprus], Iran, and Greece.

The meeting took place behind closed doors in the Holy Fathers personal office and the Vatican 
has not offered any further details. Pope Francis last met with Aram I at the Vatican in June 2014. 
On that occasion, the Holy Father thanked him for his commitment to achieving Christian unity 
and affirmed that the suffering of the Armenian martyrs must be venerated like the wounds of the 
very body of Christ.
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