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UKRAINE STRUGGLING TO KEEP LIGHTS ON UNDER RUSSIAN ATTACK, SAYS ENERGY
BOSS

- 17.12.2025

BBC News (16 December 2025)

Jonathan Beale

Ukraine's biggest private energy provider is living in permanent crisis mode because of Russian
attacks on the grid, its chief executive has told the BBC.

Most of Ukraine is suffering from lengthy power cuts as temperatures drop and Maxim Timchenko,
whose company DTEK provides power for 5.6 million Ukrainians, says the intensity of strikes has
been so frequent "we just don't have time to recover".

President Volodymyr Zelensky said on Tuesday that Russia knew the winter cold could become
one of its most dangerous weapons.
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