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IRAQ TAKES CONTROL OF AIN AL-ASAD AIRBASE AS COALITION FORCES WITHDRAW

- 19.01.2026

Anadolu Agency (18 January 2026)

Alperen Aktas

 

The Iraqi military assumed control of the Ain al-Asad Airbase in western Anbar province following 
the withdrawal of US-led coalition forces, the Defense Ministry announced Saturday.

The ministry said the army formally took over the management of the base after the international 
coalition troops left the facility.

Chief of General Staff Gen. Abdul Amir Rashid Yarallah inspected the site to oversee the 
distribution of duties and responsibilities among Iraqi units following the handover, according to 
the official news agency INA.
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