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KAZAKHSTAN MIDDLE CORRIDOR RAILWAY CUTS DETOUR, BUT CASPIAN BOTTLENECKS
REMAIN

- 21.08.2026

The Times of Central Asia (20 August 2026)

Igor Klevtsov

Kazakhstan expects to complete the roughly 323-kilometer Moyynty-Kyzylzhar railway across the
Karaganda and Ulytau regions of central Kazakhstan by the end of 2026. The new line will shorten
the Middle Corridor by 149 kilometers and ease congestion on the existing route via Zharyk.
Kazakhstan Temir Zholy said in July that 202.5 kilometers of track had been laid.

For the China-Europe route, however, the next test is the Caspian Sea. Containers must be
transferred from trains at ports in Kazakhstan to ships bound for Azerbaijan, then returned to rail.
The speed and regularity of these transfers will determine whether the hours saved within
Kazakhstan translate into shorter delivery times.

Moyynty-Kyzylzhar will give transit trains a more direct route from the Chinese border toward the
Caspian and ease pressure on the Moyynty-Zharyk section, where east-west freight competes with
domestic traffic.

Click for more.
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