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PUTIN SAYS RUSSIA READY TO MAKE VISA-FREE TRAVEL WITH CHINA PERMANENT
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Russia is ready to work with China to make visa-free travel between the two countries permanent, 
President Vladimir Putin said Monday.

"We are ready to work together to make the visa-free regime permanent, if the Chinese side 
considers this possible and useful," Putin said during a meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping 
on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit in Bishkek.

Russia introduced a reciprocal visa-free regime for Chinese citizens in December 2025, allowing 
them to stay in Russia for up to 30 days without a visa through Sept. 14, 2026. China had 
previously introduced a similar arrangement for Russian citizens.
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