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In the process of preparing for the European Parliament elections, as AVIM, we have
written numerous analyzes and comments on the worsening xenophobia within the
European Union (EU). These studies not only provide insight into the European Union's
approach to xenophobia, the extreme right and racism in the upcoming period, but also
allow the questioning of EU policies towards foreigners. It is not a realistic approach to
expect a change from today to tomorrow regarding the EU's, especially EU member
countries approach towards Turkey. It is possible to see the evidence of this approach
towards Turkey in the worsening of extreme nationalism and xenophobia throughout
Europe.

Three years ago, on 2 June 2016, the German Bundestag approved a bill describing the
1915 events as genocide. Even at that time we wrote that the justification behind the
passage of this bill through the German Bundestag and the attitude of German media and
politicians towards Turkey was the reaction and anger towards the current government in
Turkey.[1] It is clear that the real reason is not the German sensitivity for the Armenian
community living in Germany. This development in 2016 was an harbinger of the extreme
right tendencies which are fully manifesting itself in 2019.[2]

Last year, our work regarding the far right in Europe revealed the gravity of the
atmosphere for minorities in Europe. The analyses we have written regarding the political
discourse of the European People's Party leader Manfred Weber, who has been opposed to
Turkeys EU accession since long before the European Parliament elections and who has
been stating that Turkey had no place in the EU, are accessible from AViM website.[3]

After the European Parliament elections, it became clear that, although Weber could not
be chosen as the Spitzenkandidat, Ursula von Der Leyen, a candidate decided upon
behind closed doors to be the new President of the European Commission, is regretfully a
perfect substitute for Manfred Weber regarding the far-right rhetoric. EPP leader Weber is
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one of the names who supports Leyen's European Way of Life rhetoric.[4] Weber
definitively backed von Der Leyen by stating; | am proud to be European and | cannot
understand why people are attacking this concept of European Way of Life which is in the
defence of Europe. On the other hand, it should be kept in mind that the number of
people who reject the idea of [TIIITIT] Europe that von Der Leyen plans to promote is not
negligible.

What exactly does the European Way of Life idea put forward by the President of the
European Commission Ursula von Der Leyen mean? Simply said Von der Leyen and many
far-right supporters are concerned that European values are "unprotected".

During the appointment of 27 members of the European Commission the subjects of
immigration and asylum, employment, integration and the protection of European citizens
from terror and cyber danger were given to different commisars. One of the most
prominent members of the commission is Greek Margaritis Schinas. Schinas stands out as
the Vice President who will be responsible for the protection of the European way of life. It

is clear from the title and from the views so far heard [JIIII] non-European communities are
excluded. The creation of this position and the assignment of a Greek into such a position
do not contradict the idea of [ [IIIIIIIIIIT] defended by von der Leyen.[5] A special
importance has always been attached to Ancient Greeks by the Europeans, claiming that
they played an important role in the formation of European culture and values since the
New Age.[6] While a Greek is preparing to assume this task, it should be remebered that
Greeks also lay claim to Alexander the Great's heritage. At the same time, with a
mentality of the "other, they do not hesitate to label the Macedonians as "barbarians"
whose historical leader is none other than Alexander the Great.[7]

Weber also defined European Way of Life approach by excluding Turkey from the scope of
the concept and saying that Turkey has no place in the European Union. Although Weber
was not able to get the post he wanted at the end of the day, someone with the same
views becoming the European Commission President actualizes his idea of exclusion of
non-Europeans, thereby making the election process of the European Commission a total
farce.

The protection of the European way of life is an unfortunate coinage, because the idea of
protecting the European way of life against the threat of migration in Europe has negative
connotations. This mindsetis commonly articulated by far right or fascist circles
throughout Europe. Therefore, it is surprising that a number of accusations against Ursula
von der Leyen have already begun.

One of the leading think-tanks, the Center for European Reform, was also among those
who opposed von Der Leyen's idea of the protection of Europeanness. The Center for
European Reform criticized Von der Leyen that she cannot solve the EUs political
migration problem by appealing to the populists/far-right segments.[8]

Another serious criticism came from Jean-Claude Juncker. He stated that he did not like
the idea that the European way of life is opposed to immigration and stressed that the
acceptance of immigrants was indeed essentially a part of the European way of life.[9] In
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addition, Juncker stated that he knew well the new commissioner who was nominated for
the job. Until the time he was assigned this position, Schinas was a close collaborator of
Juncker as the secretary general of the European Commission. Juncker underscored that
Schinas is a person who by no means embraces European values. He therefore stated that
he did not think that he was a good choice for this position.

David Sassoli, The chairman of the new European Parliament, also questioned the idea of
European Way of Life[10] and pointed out that in view of the heated discussions taking
place he called for a joint meeting with the heads of the political groups in the European
Parliament as well as with von der Leyen in order to clarify the issue. This action could
also be interpreted as a move directed against von der Leyen.

The Greens/European Free Alliance (The Greens/EFA) group in the European Parliament
has also vigorously criticized[11] von der Leyen and opposed from the very beginning her
becoming the European Commission President. They underlined the European way of life
term is a message which encourages the extreme right in Europe.[12] Karima Delli, the
representative of the Greens/EFA, underlined that the term reflects an understanding
which contradicts the fundamental principles of solidarity and cooperation in Europe.

Nowadays, it is widely speculated that Merkel did not give enough push to Ursula von Der
Leyen's prospects of becoming the head of the Christian Democrat Party because she was
not up to the measure to lead such an important party in Germany.

In short, the European Parliament, think-tanks in Europe, European Commission President
Jean-Claude Juncker and the Greens/EFA took their turns to oppose von der Leyen's
"Portecting European way of life" concept. This is clearly a project closely related to the
extreme right wing of Europe thereby likely to create serious tensions in the political and
social landscape of Europe. By launching this concept and trying to create a portfolio
within the Commission von der Leyen has provided irrefutable evidence that her racist
mindset is not much different than that of Manfred Weber, one of the leading proponents
of extreme right-wing ideas and xenophobia in Europe of today.

[11 Mehmet Oguzhan Tulun, Bir Cezalandirma Yontemi Olarak Soykirim Suclamasi,

avim.org.tr, 26 May 2016, https://avim. org.tr/tr/Yorum/BIR-CEZALANDIRMA-YONTEMI-
QLARAK-SQYKIRIM-SUCLAMASI

Avrasya incelemeleri Merkezi
Center for Eurasian Studies



https://www.englishblog.com/2015/04/cartoon-european-lifeguard.html#.XYnuIS37nRY
https://www.englishblog.com/2015/04/cartoon-european-lifeguard.html#.XYnuIS37nRY
applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref1
https://avim.org.tr/tr/Yorum/BIR-CEZALANDIRMA-YONTEMI-OLARAK-SOYKIRIM-SUCLAMASI
https://avim.org.tr/tr/Yorum/BIR-CEZALANDIRMA-YONTEMI-OLARAK-SOYKIRIM-SUCLAMASI
applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref2
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler/2016/06/160602_almanya_soykirim_oylama

[31 Hazel Cagan Elbir, Weber icin Her Yol Mduibah, avim.org.tr, 15 October 2018,

[41EPP Leader Defends Contraversial European way of life Portfolio,
TheParliamentMagazine.eu, 17 September 2019,

[5] Meet the Commissionars, Politico.eu, 9 September 2019,

[6] Onder Kaya, Roma Imparatorlugundan Hitler Almanyasina Avrupa Tarihi, Timas
Yayinlari, December 2011: istanbul, p. 11.

[7]1 Onder Kaya, Roma Imparatorlugundan Hitler Almanyasina Avrupa Tarihi, Timas
Yayinlari, December 2011: istanbul, p. 11.

[8] Camino Mortera-Martinez, New Commission Bows to the Populists, Center for European
Reform, 12 Septemebr 2019, https://www.cer.eu/in-the-press/new-commission-bows-
populists

[9]1 Hans von Der Burchard, David Herszenhorn, Juncker Criticizes von der Leyen over
Europan way of lifeCommissioner, politico.eu, 23 July 2019,

[10] EU Parliament Chief Questions European Way of Life Title, nytimes.com, 12

September 2019, https://www . nytimes com/aponline/2019/09/12/world/europe/ap-eu-

[11]1 Laura Greenhalgh, Greens to Reject von der Leyen as Commission President,
politico.eu, 10 July 2019, https://www politico.eu/article/greens-to-reject-von-der-leyen-as-
U ident/

[12]1 Von der Leyen Must Change Title of Commissioner for Protecting our European way of

Life, greens-efa.eu, 12 September 2019, https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/von-

AVI Avrasya incelemeleri Merkezi
Center for Eurasian Studies



applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref3
https://avim.org.tr/tr/Yorum/WEBER-ICIN-HER-YOL-MUBAH
applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref4
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/epp-leader-defends-controversial-'european-way-life'-portfolio
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/epp-leader-defends-controversial-'european-way-life'-portfolio
applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref5
https://www.politico.eu/article/meet-the-commissioners-president-ursula-von-der-leyen-team-european-commission-members/
https://www.politico.eu/article/meet-the-commissioners-president-ursula-von-der-leyen-team-european-commission-members/
applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref6
applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref7
applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref8
https://www.cer.eu/in-the-press/new-commission-bows-populists
https://www.cer.eu/in-the-press/new-commission-bows-populists
applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref9
https://www.politico.eu/article/jean-claude-juncker-criticizes-ursula-von-der-leyen-over-european-way-of-life-commissioner/
https://www.politico.eu/article/jean-claude-juncker-criticizes-ursula-von-der-leyen-over-european-way-of-life-commissioner/
applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref10
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2019/09/12/world/europe/ap-eu-europe-new-commission.html
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2019/09/12/world/europe/ap-eu-europe-new-commission.html
applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref11
https://www.politico.eu/article/greens-to-reject-von-der-leyen-as-commission-president/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greens-to-reject-von-der-leyen-as-commission-president/
applewebdata://D0B3526F-6447-41E0-8C16-962E8B42F0FA#_ftnref12
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/von-der-leyen-must-change-title-of-commissioner-for-protecting-our-european-way-of-life/
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/von-der-leyen-must-change-title-of-commissioner-for-protecting-our-european-way-of-life/

About the Author :

To cite this article: AViM, . 2026. "HOW DOES VON DER LEYEN'S DESCRIPTION OF 'EUROPEAN WAY OF
LIFE' COMPLY WITH EUROPEAN VALUES?." Center For Eurasian Studies (AViM), Analysis No.2019 / 22.
September 30. Accessed March 16, 2026. https://www.avim.org.tr/en/Analiz/HOW-DOES-VON-DER-
LEYEN-S-DESCRIPTION-OF-EUROPEAN-WAY-OF-LIFE-COMPLY-WITH-EUROPEAN-VALUES

Suleyman Nazif Sok. No: 12/B Daire 3-4 06550 Cankaya-ANKARA / TURKIYE
Tel: +90 (312) 438 50 23-24 « Fax: +90 (312) 438 50 26

g @avimorgtr

f https://www.facebook.com/avrasyaincelemelerimerkezi

E-Mail: info@avim.org.tr

http://avim.org.tr

© 2009-2025 Center for Eurasian Studies (AViM) All Rights Reserved

AVI Avrasya incelemeleri Merkezi
Center for Eurasian Studies




