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According to research done by Pew Research Center, in 2050, the demographic structure 
of the world will change considerably compared to today. This research predicts that the 
number of people who do not affiliate with any religion will decrease, whereas the number 
of Muslims and Christians will be nearly equal.[1] In this regard, if demographic changes 
proceed as predicted, a bipolar system with Christianity and Islam as the two dominant 
religions will emerge in 2050.

In accordance with these demographic changes, statements especially by Christian 
clergymen reveal that these possible changes has led the Christian world to unite and 
cooperate within itself on many historical and political issues.  In other words, in the face 
of this demographic change, the Christian world embarked on a quest for solidarity and 
consolidation among itself. The latest and most concrete example of this is the meeting of 
the Orthodox Council in Crete in the previous weeks, which was last gathered in 843 in 
İznik, as a result of the Orthodox Churches putting aside their disagreements. Also, 
besides discussions on religious doctrines, the necessity and importance of the unity of 
the Christian world was emphasized in this meeting. Although Patriarch Kirill, the spiritual 
leader of Russian Orthodox Church, did not attend the meeting due to some 
disagreements, his statement the Crete gathering is a preparatory session for a synod 
that will unite all the Churches without exception[2] points out the importance of this 
Council.

Another indicator of cooperation among the Christian world is the meeting between Pope 
Francis and Patriarch Kirill, the spiritual leaders of the Roman Catholic Church and Russian 
Orthodox Church that have been separated for centuries. Following their meeting, both 
leaders stated that they, as co-religionists, discussed about the problems of Christians in 
the world and vital topics about future of humanity.[3] In other words, both leaders, 
issuing a joint declaration, pointed out the problems of Christian minorities in different 
geographies, and decided the two churches that had disagreements for centuries to act 
together on several major issues. In addition, mentioning the sadness over the loss of 
[Christian] unity, the outcome of human weakness and of sin, they emphasized the 
importance and necessity of solidarity among Christians. In brief, as it is understood from 
statements of the two spiritual leaders, the Christian world, which has been separated for  
centuries, is trying to unite.

1

AVİM Commentary • No: 2016 / 43 • July 
2016



Besides this meeting between the two leaders, Pope Francis of the Roman Catholic Church 
also took other various steps to unite Christian world, which is, according to him, unable 
to cope with problems and evil.  Within this context, Pope Francis visit to Armenia on 
24th -26th June is very important, as he and Karekin II of the Armenian Apostolic Church 
made joint statements in line with his drive for ecumenism. In their joint declaration, both 
leaders expressed their desire for the enhancement of relations between the two 
churches that would be followed by full unity, despite several divisions among the 
Christian world.[4] Previously, similar messages of solidarity were expressed when Pope 
Francis held meetings with Bartholomew I of the Greek Patriarchate of Istanbul.

In fact, the founding purpose of the World Council of Churches, which is the largest 
association of Christian churches, is to forge ecumenism (solidarity and unity amongst 
Christians). In connection with this, all efforts of the Council are aimed at ensuring 
effective cooperation and eliminating disagreements among Christian churches.

All of these show that the Christian world is working towards unity in order to eliminate 
the divisions among them. The main purpose of this unity is to ensure that the Christian 
world will act together as one bloc in 2050. Demographic projections with regard to the 
year 2050 plays a crucial role in the accelerated attempts to eliminate centuries-old 
divisions within Christianity, which is currently the worlds largest religion. However, 
several statements made in accordance with mutual interests has the potential to lead to 
disputes in terms of its effects on daily politics. One of the most important example of this 
pertains to Turkey. For instance, harassing Turkey has become one of the most preferred 
methods when discussing about downtrodden peoples in the Christian world and the 
necessity and importance of unity for the purpose of ecumenism. Various churches and 
their associations resort to the genocide narrative regarding the 1915 events without 
questioning it, and in fact, this narrative is latched onto the most by Pope Francis and the 
World Council of Churches. World Council of Churches has issued several statements 
highlighting the genocide narrative on the 1915 events. In one of such statements, the 
World Council of Churches indicated that genocide was the appropriate term to use for the 
1915 events and that they would support Armenians accordingly. Furthermore, since 
1983, the World Council of Churches has engaged in various activities related to the 
recognition and propagation of the so-called Armenian genocide, and, in fact, has 
declared its dissatisfaction with the verdict of the Perinçek v. Switzerland case seen at the 
European Court of Human Rights.[5] Besides the Council, Pope Francis also has 
propagated the genocide narrative by repeating the inaccuracies and clichés of this 
narrative. In response to this, officials from the Armenian Apostolic Church, although they 
belong to different Christian denominations, publicly has expressed their love and support 
for the Pope.[6] However what is important is the fact that efforts and statements by 
Christians with the purpose of eliminating centuries-old divisions and uniting all Christian 
have the potential to give rise to prejudices against Muslims, especially against Turks, in 
Europe and other parts of the world. 

To sum up, if global demographic changes proceed as projected by Pew Research Center, 
in 2050, the number of Christians and Muslims will be nearly equal. In this regard, the 
Christian World Christian world is engaged in many activities in order to both eliminate 
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divisions among themselves and to unite in accordance with changing demographics. 
Even though this is a positive development for the Christian world, one-sided statements 
on politics and history can lead to misunderstandings and prejudices. To be more precise, 
Christian Worlds aim of unity, its constant mention of past and present troubles and its 
efforts to resolve them by virtue of belonging to the same faith are understandable 
behaviours. However, what is problematic is the fact that, despite constant mention of 
Christian sufferings, the sufferings of Muslims are not mentioned and are even ignored. 
Especially the events of 1915 is a case in point; although Pope Francis and World Council 
of Churches always mention the sufferings of Armenians, they never speak, in the same 
vein, of the fact that Muslims, who were under the same conditions in that period, had 
also suffered severely and lost their lives. Unfortunately, this attitude increases the bias 
and indifference towards Turks and Muslims in the world, especially in Europe. 
Furthermore, the fact that Christian churches, which strive for the identification 
Christianity with modern values, have teachings exclusive of secularism, and the fact that 
they give the impression that they take advantage of the rising Islamophobia, let alone 
oppose it, do not create optimism for the future.
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