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In these days, when the word genocide is being heard even more frequently, while the
West prefers stand idle to the deliberate and continuous massacres of the Palestinian
people by Israel, the Lemkin Institute, which is a product of the West, displayed a different
stance towards the massacre. The Institute in question only condemned the attack in the
Armenian neighborhood of East Jerusalem[1l]. In fact, it is known that the Institutes[2]
main function is conducting open opposition against Turkiye and Azerbaijan.

The West, especially under the influence of the Armenian diaspora makes a serious claim
regarding Rafael Lemkin. They allege that Lemkin was particularly influenced by the 1915
Events while thinking contemplating the term Genocide. Although some videos continue
to be posted, it is possible to find a clear, concrete and scientific answer to this from the
very article written by Rafael Lemkin himself.

In Rafael Lemkins[3] 1946 article in the American Scholar, he explains the thoughts that
led him to coin the term genocide. The relevant part of the article is as follows:

[...] Thus, the terms Germanization, Italianization, Magyarization are used often to
connote the imposition by a stronger nation (Germany, Italy, Hungary) of its national
pattern upon a group controlled by it. These terms are inadequate since they do not
convey biological destruction, and they cannot be used as a generic term. In the case of
Germany, it would be ridiculous to speak about the Germanization of the Jews or Poles in
western Poland, since the Germans wanted these groups eradicated entirely.

Hitler stated many times that Germanization [p. 228] could only be carried out through
soil, never by men. These considerations led the author to coin a new term for this
particular concept: genocide. This word was created from the ancient Greek word genos
(race, clan) and the Latin suffix cide (killing). Thus, in its formation, genocide would
correspond to such words as tyrannicide, homicide, patricide[4].

Throughout the article, events in human history are also presented with examples, but
these are not directly explained by the term genocide. The accusation of genocide, which
should be applied legally today, requires evidence and an in-depth, impartial research
study. While one-sided, allegation-based, unprovable situations are being called genocide,
the Palestinian massacre, which has been occurring clearly and systematically for months,
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is being disregarded.

An Institute that has a website which does not even include one of Rafael Lemkins articles
on the subject, not only evaluated the events of 1915, in which the United Kingdom
withdrew its accusation due to lack of evidence in the Malta trials, as genocide, but also
displayed that it has nothing to do with science by calling Azerbaijans regaining of its
lands as the Second Armenian Genocide[5]. If an institute is responsible for evaluating
and analyzing the situations that it carries in its name as part of its field of interest, it
should also carry out studies on the events in Khojaly. However, it is clear that the
Institute in question would never even think of such a thing.

It is understood that the word genocide used by an organization that defines itself as an
institute is one-sided, biased and disregards the work of the scientist whose name it
bears. Thus, the use of the word by such an institution should be viewed with even more
suspicion.

*Photograph: https:/www.lemkininstitute com/about-us

[1] "The Lemkin Institute condemned the Attack on the Armenian Neighborhood of East
Jerusalem," Iravaban, January 9, 2024, https://iravaban net/en/457498 html.

[2] "Lemkin Institute Statement on the Attack on the Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem,"
Lemkin Institute, January 8, 2024,

[3]1 Dr. Lemkin, a renowned Polish scholar and author of numerous books and articles
published in various languages, was a foreign affairs advisor to the War Ministry. In his
last book, Axis Rule in Occupied Europe, Dr. Lemkin introduced concepts that were
included in the indictment of German war criminals at the Nuremberg trials and served on
the team of the US General Counsel for the Prosecution of Criminals.

[4] Rafael Lemkin, "Genocide," American Scholar, Volume 15, no. 2 (April 1946), p. 227-
230.



applewebdata://15F739E6-BBDF-4231-A61D-69C56B2C9693#_ftn5
https://www.lemkininstitute.com/about-us
applewebdata://15F739E6-BBDF-4231-A61D-69C56B2C9693#_ftnref1
https://iravaban.net/en/457498.html
applewebdata://15F739E6-BBDF-4231-A61D-69C56B2C9693#_ftnref2
https://www.lemkininstitute.com/_files/ugd/547226_408e1b8ed30e4156b8d345807081fbd3.pdf
https://www.lemkininstitute.com/_files/ugd/547226_408e1b8ed30e4156b8d345807081fbd3.pdf
applewebdata://15F739E6-BBDF-4231-A61D-69C56B2C9693#_ftnref3
applewebdata://15F739E6-BBDF-4231-A61D-69C56B2C9693#_ftnref4

[5] "Report: Risk Factors and Indicators of the Crime of Genocide in the Republic of
Artsakh: Applying the UN Framework of Analysis for Atrocity Crimes to the Nagorno-
Karabakh Conflict," Lemkin Institute, September 5, 2023,

About the Author :

Hazel Cagan-Elbir is an analyst in AVIM. Cagan-Elbir continues her studies in Political Economy
doctorate program at Atilim University.

To cite this article: ELBIR, Hazel CAGAN. 2026. "THE UPSETTING AND OFF-BASE STANCE OF AN
UNSCIENTIFIC INSTITUTE." Center For Eurasian Studies (AViM), Commentary No.2024 / 3. January 23.
Accessed January 27, 2026. https://www.avim.org.tr/en/Yorum/THE-UPSETTING-AND-OFF-BASE-
STANCE-OF-AN-UNSCIENTIFIC-INSTITUTE

Sileyman Nazif Sok. No: 12/B Daire 3-4 06550 Cankaya-ANKARA / TURKIYE
Tel: +90 (312) 438 50 23-24 « Fax: +90 (312) 438 50 26

V] @avimorgtr

Lf https://www.facebook.com/avrasyaincelemelerimerkezi

E-Mail: info@avim.org.tr

http://avim.org.tr

© 2009-2025 Center for Eurasian Studies (AVIiM) All Rights Reserved



applewebdata://15F739E6-BBDF-4231-A61D-69C56B2C9693#_ftnref5
https://www.lemkininstitute.com/armeniaproject/report:-risk-factors-and-indicators-of-the-crime-of-genocide-in-the-republic-of-artsakh:-applying-the-un-framework-of-analysis-for-atrocity-crimes-to-the-nagorno-karabakh-conflict
https://www.lemkininstitute.com/armeniaproject/report:-risk-factors-and-indicators-of-the-crime-of-genocide-in-the-republic-of-artsakh:-applying-the-un-framework-of-analysis-for-atrocity-crimes-to-the-nagorno-karabakh-conflict
https://www.lemkininstitute.com/armeniaproject/report:-risk-factors-and-indicators-of-the-crime-of-genocide-in-the-republic-of-artsakh:-applying-the-un-framework-of-analysis-for-atrocity-crimes-to-the-nagorno-karabakh-conflict

