A .
AVRASYA INCELEMELERI MERKEZI

CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES AViM Commentary * No: 2024 / 15 * May

EURASIA REGIONAL TRANSPORT CORRIDORS
Gilperi GUNGOR

GULPERI GUNGOR

This is the English translation of a Turkish language article that was originally published
by AVIM on 7 May 2024.

Last month, two significant diplomatic visits underscored the importance of Eurasian
regional transportation networks: Azerbaijani President llham Aliyev's trip to Moscow and
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's journey to lIraq, both focusing on regional
transportation corridor projects.

President Aliyev's visit to Moscow on April 22 coincided with the 50th anniversary
celebrations of the Baikal-Amur Railway Line, a project constructed in the Soviet Union to
enhance access to Western Siberia's oil resources and support various mining and
industrial endeavors. During the meeting, Russian President Vladimir Putin highlighted the
historical importance of the railway line and acknowledged former Azerbaijani President
Heydar Aliyev's pivotal role as a Politburo member overseeing the railway. During the
meeting, Putin particularly highlighted the International North South Transit Corridor
(INSTC) as the current issue of importance. He outlined plans to connect the Northern Sea
Route with the Persian Gulf through this corridor, noting that the socioeconomic
development of countries in Eurasia and the Global South would accelerate due to these
new logistics routes.[1] Russia views this project as an opportunity to expand into South
Asian markets, in response to challenges of international sanctions.

Aliyev's visit to Moscow took place following the withdrawal of Russian soldiers from
Karabakh, and the reassurance and confidence this development instilled in Aliyev did not
go unnoticed. Matters such as the implementation of transportation links pledged under
the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh Ceasefire Agreement, particularly the establishment of
transportation routes to Nakhchivan via the Zangezur Corridor, remain under discussion.
Azerbaijan, with Russia's backing, seeks to increase diplomatic pressure on Armenia.
Conversely, Armenia aims to bolster infrastructure financing within its borders and
position itself as a pivotal junction through the "Crossroads of Peace" project.[2]

Another significant visit occurred on April 22 in Iraq, with President Erdogan and eight
Turkish ministers in attendance. During this visit, nearly 30 agreements were signed
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across various sectors including energy, agriculture, and trade. One of the most notable
agreements, particularly in terms of regional cooperation, was the quadripartite MoU for
the Development Road Project. This memorandum was signed with the participation of the
Minister of Energy and Infrastructure of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and the Ministers
of Transport from Iraq, Qatar, and Turkiye.

The Development Road Project is expected to extend from the Faw Port in Basra, Iraq to
Turkiye, offering a broad transportation network with highways and rail systems. Faw Port,
whose final stages have been implemented by a South Korean company, stands out with
the world's largest breakwater and has the potential to surpass the capacity of the Jebel
Ali Port in Dubai. Inspired by the Suez Canal, the Development Road is also known as the
"dry canal and aims to revitalize the region by passing through Mosul.

The direct shipping service initiated by Dubai Port World between the UAE and lIraq
demonstrates that the UAE will also benefit from the Development Road Project, while
Qatar's potential to export energy through this project, motivating both countries to
support the initiative.

The project holds significance with its potential to create new job opportunities in the
region and serve as energy transit routes. The ongoing civil war in Syria and the Palestine
Israel conflict are making Iraq an alternative for Europe to access natural resources from
Asia and the Gulf. However, security remains a significant concern for Iraq. Increasingly,
the Kurdish Regional Government of Iraq is acting as an independent player in affairs
related to natural resources and this fact is leading to internal disputes with the central
Iragi government, affecting the security and stability of the region. Therefore, Iraq and
Turkiye are seeking to generate solutions through cooperation.

The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), which was announced at the G7
summit last year, is planned to be connected to the UAE by sea from Indian ports, to Israel
by rail via Saudi Arabia and Jordan, and from Israel to Greece by sea, by excluding
Turkiye. The United States (the US) has actively supported the IMEC. However, due to the
Israel-Palestine conflict, the region appears unlikely to achieve stability for a prolonged
period, rendering the feasibility of IMEC void at this stage. Therefore, the Development
Road project serves as a response to IMEC and offers a viable alternative.

During this period, the Houthis in Yemen initially launched ballistic missile attacks
targeting Israel, and later targeted trade ships heading from the Red Sea to Israel. The US
took the lead in conducting air operations against Houthi targets. This situation, which
could affect international trade, has also highlighted the need for alternative routes.

The development of multimodal transportation and logistics corridors began in the 1980s,
gaining momentum with the rapid growth of globalization and world trade. The dissolution
of the Soviet Union, along with political and economic developments in Latin America and
Asia, as well as China's opening up to the world, have led to the inclusion of more
countries in the global trade system. In 1970, the total volume of international seaborne
goods was approximately 2.5 billion tons, by 2008, that figure reached 8.2 billion tons.[3]
These developments, with countries' growth aspirations, have spurred the search for new




projects in this domain. In this context, strategically positioned countries like Turkiye are
expected to take on a leading role in such endeavors.
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