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Wikipedia is a digital encyclopedia which internet users utilize in order to find quick 
answers, but its sources are usually not questioned. Even if it is used for learning 
information that is non-controversial, as it is a user-driven system, it quickly turned into a 
platform including controversial topics. Over time, internet users overall became inclined 
to believe that the information they are exposed to is true. The controversial issues have 
carried over into the subjects that AVİM is focuses on scientifically. Aside from the 
subjects we analyze, the description of AVİM alone was attacked on Wikipedias English 
page by digital mercenaries[1]. With time, Wikipedias credibility has been compromised 
for those seeking accurate and unbiased information. Institutions and universities that are 
aware have continuously emphasized for years that Wikipedia should not be considered 
as a source for academic research. AVİMs principles are in line with the concerns of such 
esteemed institutions and universities. As such, AVİM has never used Wikipedia as a 
source in its commentaries, analyzes, academic articles or other work. However, this 
commentary may be considered as a first instance, as some links will be presented to 
show the double standard. These examples will be demonstrated in order to indicate how 
Wikipedia is not a credible source, but is on a slippery slope. The titless subject focuses 
exactly on this: How are the titles Western Azerbaijan and Western Armenia assessed in 
Wikipedia?

As AVİM followers and many people interested in the Armenian issue know, the desire for 
peace in the South Caucasus has been expressed blatantly, especially in the last four 
years. There are certain conditions put forward by the parties in order for this wish for 
peace to be realized. If these conditions are met, the prospects for peace in the region will 
be strengthened. Among these conditions, the one that is directly related to the subject of 
this article is the amendment of the Armenian Constitution. Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan has come to be known as the Armenian leader who took the most decisive 
steps to amend the Armenian Constitution. Although Pashinyan is aware that this is not an 
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easy task, his approach has been welcomed by Türkiye and Azerbaijan. 

The significance of the change in the Armenian Constitution would be explained with the 
Declaration of Independence and followed by references to the borders of Türkiye and 
Azerbaijan. Of course, the issue of so-called genocide is another important factor for 
Türkiye, but that is the subject of another article. Going back to Armenias Declaration of 
Independence, it refers to the territory in the east of Türkiye as Western Armenia. It is 
possible to find the equivalent of this expression on Wikipedia. There are even imaginary 
maps on the page on which the said region is marked.[2] The delusions are so dated that 
they are based on the fictitious Wilsonian Armenia, which was rejected by US President 
Woodrow Wilsons Senate. Of course, the fact that it was rejected by the US Senate was 
omitted on the Wikipedia page. However, the year 2000 is indicated. These statements 
were made:

Western Armenia (Western Armenian: Արեւմտեան Հայաստան, Arevmdian Hayasdan) is 
a term to refer to the western parts of the Armenian highlands located within Turkey 
(formerly the Ottoman Empire) that comprise the historical homeland of the Armenians. 
Western Armenia, also referred to as Byzantine Armenia, emerged following the division 
of Greater Armenia between the Byzantine Empire (Western Armenia) and Sassanid Persia 
(Eastern Armenia) in AD 387. Since the Armenian genocide, the Armenian diaspora as well 
as Armenians indigenous to modern Turkey have sought political representation in 
Western Armenia or reunification with the Republic of Armenia.

[…]

Since 2000, an organizing committee of the congress of heirs of Western Armenians who 
survived the Armenian genocide is active in diasporan communities.

A 2014 survey in Armenia asked what kind of demands should Armenia make to Turkey. 
Some 80% agreed that Armenia should make territorial claims (30% said only territorial 
claims, while another 50% said territorial, moral, financial, and proprietary). Only 5.5% 
said no demands should be made. According to a 2012 survey, 36% of Armenians asked 
agree or somewhat agree that Turkish recognition of the Armenian Genocide will result in 
territorial compensation, while 45% believe it will not. The online publication 
Barometer.am wrote: It appears that our pragmatic population believes that all possible 
demands should be forwarded to Turkey [...] but a relative majority consider the practical 
realization of territorial claims to Turkey is unrealistic.

The page continues to express propaganda of the so-called genocide, which Türkiye has 
become accustomed to.

A look at Wikipedias page for the term Western Azerbaijan will show that the description 
irredentist concept[3] is written next to the title. In Britannicas web page, irredentism is 
defined as such: Irredentism, territorial claim based on a national, ethnic, or historical 
basis. The term irredentism is derived from the Italian word irredento(unredeemed). It 
originally referred to an Italian political movement during the late 1800s and early 1900s 
that sought to detach predominantly Italian-speaking areas from Switzerland and the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire and incorporate these territories into the new Italian state, thus 

2

applewebdata://CA69281C-3C9A-4501-BC72-538005180F2D#_ftn2
applewebdata://CA69281C-3C9A-4501-BC72-538005180F2D#_ftn3


redeeming these territories. Under modern usage of the term, in many cases, an 
irredentist movement is referred to as creating a Greater X, with the X being the name of 
a country or state.[4]

When a simple internet search for Greater Azerbaijan or Greater Armenia is made, a 
Greater Armenia that completely fits this description draws attention.

There are many aspects in which the term Western Azerbaijan differs from the term 
Western Armenia. One of the differing points is the Armenian Declaration of 
Independence, a written text that is an annex to the Armenian Constitution. Compared to 
Azerbaijans individual and political discourse, the statements in Armenian Declaration of 
Independence, which is part of Armenias Constitution, fit the definition of irredentist.

It can be said that this example alone is enough to question Wikipedias credibility. The 
utility of Wikipedia, a platform that was determined years ago by respected institutions 
and universities to be far from scientific, will not go beyond being cited as an example of 
disinformation and misinformation.

 

*Image: https://www.ntv.com.tr/teknoloji/wikipediadan-kampanya-turkiyeyi-
ozledik,aXy82ZZgb0eO3Nx34ehB7w
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