
ATTEMPTS AT DIASPORIZING TURKISH ARMENIANS - IV

Mehmet Oğuzhan TULUN

Analyst

In the previous articles of the series titled Attempts At Diasporizing Turkish Armenians, by 
providing various examples, we referred to the efforts to transform Turkish Armenians so 
that they acquire the mindset of the anti-Turkish extremist elements of the Diaspora 
Armenians.[1] While this attempt was initially carried out by the extremist elements of the 
Diaspora and some media outlets that are supportive of these elements approach, in 
time, Armenia joined in on this attempt as well. The most recent example of this initiative 
are the defamation efforts against the Armenian Patriarch of İstanbul Sahak II Mashalyan 
who came into office with the election held on 11 December 2019.

Patriarch Sahak II had begun receiving the reaction of the mentioned extremist elements 
even prior to being elected as the patriarch. Sahak II was amongst the Armenian religious 
officials who supported the 2019 patriarch election being conducted in consultation with 
government officials. One of his responses to the criticism he received on this subject was 
the following:

[Those who oppose the path towards the patriarch election] present us the 
deadlock as the solution. We cannot take the risk of a period of chaos and waiting 
which will last for years and which will have an indeterminate end. We cannot give 
up on our tangible right of electing a Patriarch on 11 December in the name of an 
open-ended intangible 'right to legal remedies.' [ ☀崀 We will hold this election with 
the common sense of people who assume responsibility. The ill fate of us Istanbul 
Armenians has always been not to be understood by the other Armenians of the 
world. From afar, they have always been advising us on how to be Armenian. [ ☀崀 
When they do not reach their desired outcome, they lecture us and harangue us on 
honor, cowardice, and bravery. Now they are trying to teach us a lesson on how to 
be clerics. We do not expect them to understand us. We should understand each 
other, that will suffice.[2]

Sahak II continued to receive the reaction of the extremist elements with his statements 
after his election as the patriarch. He criticized the parliaments of foreign countries that 
want to retaliate against Turkey by using the problems in bilateral relations as an excuse 
and shared his views regarding the Turkish Armenians perspective towards Turkey and 
the world:
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[  ☀崀  If you we dont ensure our organization, we will drown. Every year, 12 births 
occur versus 26 deaths. The population of our community is progressively 
dwindling. From now on, we will work towards establishing the legal framework of 
an upper structure that will make our community more coordinated. We are a 
valuable minority for this country. We are always told at the state level that we are 
valuable. We will continue to offer our contributions to Turkey as the loyal citizens 
of this country. However, we cant say that we dont have problems when we do in 
fact have them.[3]

Some things should not be attached importance. Somethings [resolutions] are 
constantly being adopted in parliaments. But there is nothing that concerns us or 
requires us to be directly engaged. As Armenians in Turkey, it saddens us that the 
pains suffered 100 years ago in these lands are being used in other countries' 
parliaments as an element of strategic, economic, and political pressure. We see 
this as an inappropriate situation directed at our ancestors.

We would have wanted that this problem experienced in these lands to be 
discussed by people who live in these lands. We would have especially wanted 
Turkey-Armenia relations to be straightened, for the two parties to speak to one 
another. Since the two parties don't speak, third, fourth parties are bestowed the 
right to speak across the oceans [from afar]. [ ☀崀 An 'Armenian thesis [discourse]' 
utilized to heckle Turkey creates the impression of abuse. And I dont think that this 
is very ethical.

[ ☀崀 As the Armenian community, we are a people who are integrated with Turkey. 
We have made a fateful pact with this country. We have established a life in unison 
with all the elements of this country. We forgot [dealt with] what happened 100 
years ago by remembering them. We remember by forgetting [by dealing with 
them]. This is a choice of the Istanbul Armenian community. We chose to live in 
this country. This is a situation that differentiates us from the Diaspora and the 
Armenia Armenians. We experienced the trauma of the 1915 and, by somehow 
remaining in this country, we treated this trauma. […][4]

Recently, Sahak II made a statement regarding the Turkish-Armenian controversy over 
the 1915 Events and became a target once more:

[What is your expectation regarding the disputes on the 1915 Events?] What we 
expect is for people to understand Armenian peoples losses and the pain they have 
suffered. We know what these are, because we have lived through them. However, 
they are not well-known in this country [Turkey]. Moreover, the minorities in this 
country are reflected as being ostentatiously rich and happy. It is not like that at 
all. It is not like that now nor was it like that in the past. In my opinion, 24 April 
should have a projection for the future, not the past.

[Would you elaborate?] Finding the genuine reasons [for what happened] will serve 
as an insurance for the future. As in the case of Syria, there is a significant lesson 
to be learned from peoples, who had been living together as friends, suddenly 
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strangling each other. All peoples of the world experienced something similar 
during the First World War. The fervor of nationalism propagated, and everyone 
wanted to establish their own nation-state. You sought to establish a nation-state, 
but everyone had already been living intertwined. So, what were you going to do 
with the other nations?[5]

Due to these statements, Sahak II is being subjected to ugly verbal attacks. He is being 
accused by the extremist elements of the Diaspora and their supporters of selling out the 
interests of Armenians and behaving as the puppet of the Turkish state.[6] If we leave 
aside the hysterical reaction emanating from the Diaspora however, a very different 
outlook emerges when we analyze Sahak IIs words. Sahak IIs words demonstrate that he 
is aware of the problems faced by Turkish Armenians and that he wishes to solve them 
together with the people and the officials; that he feels a sense of belonging to Turkey; 
and that he thinks that there is a need for Turks and Armenians to establish dialogue in 
order to understand each other and that it is harmful for third parties to instrumentalize 
the dispute over the 1915 Events for their own interests. With their hysterical reactions, 
the extremist elements of the Diaspora are hampering the efforts of Sahak II and people 
like him who think in constructive terms.

At this point, it will be beneficial to give place here the words of Hrant Dink, the Turkish 
Armenian journalist who was assassinated in January 2007, uttered during a famous 
interview of his:

We are two sick communities! In terms of Turks and Armenians relations towards 
each other ☀ Armenians are living through a great trauma towards the Turks ☀ And 
Turks are living through a great paranoia towards the Armenians. Both of us are 
clinical cases ☀ [ ☀崀 Who [or what] is going to treat us? The resolution of the French 
Senate? The resolution of the American Senate? [ ☀崀 Who is our doctor? Armenians 
are the doctors of Turks, and Turks are the doctors of Armenians! There is no other 
doctor, medicine, or physician besides this!  The only prescription is dialogue [ ☀崀 
There is no other solution! […]

I am calling out to the Diaspora, to the Armenians for the following reason: dont be 
stuck in 1915! Dont tie yourselves to 1915! Do not chain yourselves up to whether 
or not people around the world recognize this genocide! Is this a historical pain? We 
lived through this, our ancestors did. There is a nice saying in Anatolia, and we are 
Anatolian people; To take the pain on ones back and carry it with dignity. You carry 
it without making a fuss or noise.

I say to the world, to the people of the world: Whether you recognize the Armenian 
genocide or not is worthless to me! Did the Armenians not kill the Turks? They did! 
After 1915, when the Russians were coming back, they took revenge. Whatever 
that notion we call revenge is, I curse it! These things happened.

I say to the Turks: think; why are the Armenians insisting so much? and ponder on 
this issue. Engage in some empathy on this. You may then see some dignity in their 
stance. And I say to the Armenians; try to see some dignity in the Turks words of 
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no, this is not genocide. [ ☀崀 What is that dignified stance; As a Turk, I am against 
genocide and racism. Genocide is a godforsaken thing. My ancestors couldnt have 
done something like this, because I wouldnt do something like this! Hence, there is 
a dignified stance here as well.[7]

While we do not agree with Hrant Dinks statements about sick communities and clinical 
cases, the reason why we are making references to Dinks and Sahak IIs statements is to 
demonstrate that these two individuals views intersect on some important points. Both 
Mashalyan and Dink expressed similar views on the need for sincere dialogue in Turkish-
Armenian relations, the differences in the stances of Turkish and Diaspora Armenians, and 
the reaction expressed towards the obsession over the 1915 Events and the genocide 
resolutions adopted by foreign parliaments. However, while Mashalyan is subjected verbal 
attacks due to his views, ever since his murder, Dink has been glorified by many Diaspora-
supported actors. Furthermore, these actors have used Dinks name to gather support and 
to generate various anti-Turkey discourses.

Years ago, while exchanging ideas about Turkish-Armenian relations, an intellectual of 
Armenian descent had shared with me the following assessment:

During the last time when Hrant Dink and I spent time together before he was 
killed, we were laughing about how popular, or rather, how unpopular we were. In 
other words, concerning Hrant Dink, the ultimate hypocrisy happened the day after 
his death. All of sudden, many Armenians began to say, he is our Hrant, but these 
same people had in fact hated Hrant and his messages.

In conclusion, the following question must be asked: while Hrant Dink continues to be 
glorified by the extremist elements of the Diaspora despite the views he expressed 
concerning the matters mentioned above, why is Sahak II Mashalyan being targeted 
despite expressing similar views?

 

*Photo: Sahak II Mashalyan (right) and Hrant Dink (left)
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