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The Ottoman Lieutenant, the film that recently caused disputes in the Armenian diaspora, 
began to be screened in theaters in the United States (USA) on March 10, 2017. 
Considering the film projects supported by the Armenian diaspora in the United States 
dealing with Turkish-Armenian relations, The Ottoman Lieutenant has become widely 
regarded by Hollywood producers as a balanced production. Meanwhile, the aggressive 
attitude displayed by the Armenian diaspora about the film is an obstacle against the 
establishment of a dialogue for Turkish-Armenian reconciliation.

The Armenian diaspora has continued to display its reactions to The Ottoman Lieutenant 
after it came to the theaters in the United States. Displaying an aggressive stance against 
Turkey and values that are associated with Turkey at every opportunity, Armenian lobbies 
are unable tolerate the expression of any Turkish views. However, the Turkish producers 
of the film Güneş Çelikcan and Serdar Öğretici stated that the film was shot to help the 
establishing of a dialogue between the Turks and the Armenians, but that the Armenian 
side does not stand for a dialogue with Turkish people.

The insults faced by the films actors in the social media, the Nazi Swastika sent to the 
American producer Stephen Joel Brown reveals the unfriendly attitude of the Armenian 
side and that they are not open to dialogue. These attacks came after the boycott 
statement made by the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA). Later on, the 
American Hellenic Council[1] supported the boycott as well. The boycott, which was 
launched to prevent the films screening in theaters, has spread to universities as well.

The film "The Promise" (which will begin to be shown in April 2017), supported by the 
extreme nationalist Armenian side that defends the genocide thesis, is actually a 
propaganda film masquerading as an ordinary love story. It is apparent from the 
marketing that the The Promise, a propaganda film for the so-called genocide and 
produced for political purposes rather than artistic ones, is totally contrary to the desire to 
establish Turkish-Armenian dialogue. The film critics supporting the Armenian lobby have 
claimed that "The Ottoman Lieutenant" is offensive, arguing that it mitigates Armenian 
suffering. However, comparing two films, "The Ottoman Lieutenant" and "The Promise", it 
becomes obvious that it is actually The Promise that was produced with an offensive 
mindset. Far from being impartial, the critics of the Armenian lobby went even further, 
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and branded Sir Ben Kingsley, who received the Academy Award for his role in the film 
Gandhi in 1983, as being a misogynist.[2] However, it is known that he adored the female 
director Isabel Coixet, producer Dana Friedman and screenwriter Sarah Kernochan during 
his role in "Learning to Drive", which he starred in 2014. He even called on the cinema 
sector to encourage more women to take jobs in film productions.[3] It is possible to come 
across numerous articles, penned by who are financially supported by the Armenian 
diaspora, where such slanders take place. Such allegations are an indication that film 
critics supported by the Armenian diaspora are working in a planned manner for such 
propaganda.

The reaction to the film "The Ottoman Lieutenant" is the latest example of the increasing 
aggressiveness of the Armenian diaspora. There have been similar incidents, especially in 
the USA, which show the intolerance exhibited by the Armenian diaspora. The Armenian 
Youth Federation, which reacts negatively to anything related to Turkey, in November 
2016 at the California State University Nortridge, protested the author of book The Young 
Ataturk George Gawrych and prevented him from delivering his speech. The aggressive 
and destructive effects of the Armenian diaspora have increased in recent times at 
universities across the USA. The Armenian diasporas activities are not only at the protest 
level, but has reached to the point of heroizing Armenian terrorists. In this context, in 
2015, the Syracuse University magazine in New York gave place to the articles that may 
encourage extremist Armenians into resorting to terrorism again.[4] The activities of the 
Armenian diaspora continue to increase with the encouragement received from the fact 
that the its inflammatory behavior is not met with any sanctions. Such a climate 
undoubtedly undermines the aim of establishing dialogue between not only Turks and 
Armenians, but also Turkey and Armenia.

 

[1] Kolasa-Sikiaridi, Kerry. The American Helleniz Council Calls For Boycott of Film The 
Ottoman Lieutenant For Denying Greek, Assyrians and Armenian Genocide 
http://usa.greekreporter.com/2017/03/21/the-american-hellenic-council-calls-for-boycott-
of-film-the-ottoman-lieutenant-for-denying-greek-assyrian-and-armenian-genocide/ 
[Access date: 23 March 2017]

[2] The Ottoman Lieutenant Review: Josh Hartnett and Ben Kingsley Star In a Lifeless 
Melodrama Set Against the Armenian Genocide, http://www.indiewire.com/2017/03/the-
ottoman-lieutenant-review-ben-kingsley-josh-hartnett-michiel-huisman-armenian-
genocide-1201790928/ [Access date: 19 March 2017]

[3] Ben Kingsley: Why I now know that women make the best directors of men, 
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2016/jun/04/ben-kingsley-women-best-directors--
learning-to-drive [Access date: 20 March 2017]

[4] MacCurdy, Marian Mesrobian, Sacred Justice, http://sumagazine.syr.edu/2015fall-
winter/features/sacredjustice.html [Access date: 20 March 2017]

About the Author : 

2



Hazel Çağan-Elbir is an analyst in AVİM. Çağan-Elbir continues her studies in Political Economy 
doctorate program at Atılım University.

To cite this article: ELBİR, Hazel ÇAĞAN. 2025. "THE ANNOYANCE FELT BY ANCA TOWARDS 'OTTOMAN 
LIEUTENANT'." Center For Eurasian Studies (AVİM), Commentary No.2017 / 28. March 31. Accessed 
November 01, 2025. https://www.avim.org.tr/public/index.php/en/Yorum/THE-ANNOYANCE-FELT-BY-
ANCA-TOWARDS-OTTOMAN-LIEUTENANT-1

Süleyman Nazif Sok. No: 12/B Daire 3-4 06550 Çankaya-ANKARA / TÜRKİYE
Tel: +90 (312) 438 50 23-24 • Fax: +90 (312) 438 50 26

 @avimorgtr
 https://www.facebook.com/avrasyaincelemelerimerkezi

E-Mail: info@avim.org.tr
http://avim.org.tr

© 2009-2025 Center for Eurasian Studies (AVİM) All Rights Reserved

 

3


